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THE DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART 

announces 

A Reception and Book Signing for Legendary Photographer David Plowden
Dubuque, Iowa— The Dubuque Museum of Art is pleased to announce that it will host renowned American photographer David Plowden for a reception and book signing event on Friday, February 10th, 2012 at the Dubuque Museum of Art.  The reception is free to the public and will begin at 5:30 p.m. with a brief program to begin at 6:00 p.m., with a book signing to follow.  Mr. Plowden will be signing copies of David Plowden’s Iowa, the exhibition catalog which accompanies his current exhibition of the same name at the Museum.  The catalog will be on sale at the Museum that evening and for the duration of the exhibition, scheduled through March 25th.
Considered a legend of American photography, David Plowden has spent over 60 years capturing unique and beautiful images of both industrial and rural America.  Since 1952, when he first began to photograph steam locomotives, Plowden has studied, documented, and commented upon the transformation of America. He has described himself as "an archeologist with a camera" who has spent his life "one step ahead of the wrecking ball." "I have been beset," Plowden reflects, "with a sense of urgency to record those parts of our heritage which seem to be receding as quickly as the view from the rear of a speeding train. I fear that we are eradicating the evidence of our past accomplishments so quickly that in time we may well lose the sense of who we are."
The exhibition and catalog, David Plowden’s Iowa, developed in partnership with Humanities Iowa, explores Plowden’s images of Iowa taken from nearly every corner of the state over the last several decades.  The Dubuque Museum of Art is the inaugural host for the exhibition which will travel to several other museums across the state over the next few years.  “This is a huge honor for the Museum,” commented Museum Director Mark Wahlert.  “David Plowden learned from and was mentored by the likes of Ansel Adams, Minor White and Walker Evans, and his work is a true cultural treasure and a testament to the importance of American photography as an art form.”
In addition to hosting Mr. Plowden, this special evening will also honor one of the Museum’s own legends, longtime supporter and board member Edward Ulve.  Ed had been involved with the Museum since he first arrived in Dubuque in the early 1970’s.  Serving as volunteer, Board Member and Treasurer, Ed served the Museum for many years and helped transition the organization from a part-time, volunteer run gallery to a highly professional, fully accredited Museum.  With Ed’s passing in 2008, the Museum and the whole community lost a dear and gifted friend.  With the ongoing support of Ed’s wife, Charlotte, and their three children and with the support of those who contributed to the Edward Ulve Memorial Fund at the Dubuque Museum of Art, the Museum is pleased to present David Plowden’s Iowa and Mr. Plowden’s reception to the whole community in honor of Ed’s legacy.
The Dubuque Museum of Art is Iowa’s oldest cultural institution, founded in 1874, and it is fully accredited by the American Association of Museums.  The Museum is open every day but Monday and admission is free everyday thanks to Prudential Retirement.
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